
(Effective until March 15, 2024)

WAC 51-11C-405026  Section C405.2.6—Exterior lighting controls. 
C405.2.6 Exterior lighting controls. Exterior lighting systems shall 
be provided with controls that comply with Sections C405.2.6.1 through 
C405.2.6.4. Decorative lighting systems shall comply with Sections 
C405.2.6.1, C405.2.6.2, and C405.2.6.4.
EXCEPTIONS: 1. Lighting for covered vehicle entrances or exits from buildings or parking structures where required for safety, security or eye 

adaption.
 2. Lighting controlled from within dwelling units.

C405.2.6.1 Daylight shutoff. Lights shall be configured to automati-
cally turn off when daylight is present and satisfies the lighting 
needs.
C405.2.6.2 Façade and landscape lighting shutoff. Building façade and 
landscaping lighting shall be configured to automatically shutoff for 
a minimum of 6 hours per night or from not later than 1 hour after 
business closing to not earlier than 1 hour before business opening, 
whichever is less.
EXCEPTION: Areas where an automatic shutoff would endanger safety or security.

C405.2.6.3 Lighting setback. Lighting that is not controlled in ac-
cordance with Section C405.2.6.2 shall be controlled so that the total 
wattage of such lighting is automatically reduced by not less than 30 
percent by selectively switching off or dimming luminaires at one of 
the following times:

1. From not later than 12 midnight to 6 a.m.
2. From not later than 1 hour after business closing to not ear-

lier than 1 hour before business opening.
3. During any period when no activity has been detected for 15 

minutes or more.
C405.2.6.4 Exterior time-switch control functions. Time-switch con-
trols for exterior lighting shall comply with the following:

1. They shall have a clock capable of being programmed for not 
fewer than 7 days.

2. They shall be capable of being set for 7 different day types 
per week.

3. They shall incorporate an automatic holiday setback feature.
4. They shall have program backup capabilities that prevent the 

loss of program and time settings for a period of at least 10 hours in 
the event that power is interrupted.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27A.020, 19.27A.025, 19.27A.160 and chap-
ter 19.27 RCW. WSR 19-24-040, § 51-11C-405026, filed 11/26/19, effec-
tive 7/1/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27A.025, 19.27A.160, and 
19.27.074. WSR 16-03-072, § 51-11C-405026, filed 1/19/16, effective 
7/1/16.]

(Effective March 15, 2024)

WAC 51-11C-405026  Section C405.2.6—Additional lighting con-
trols.
C405.2.6 Additional lighting controls. Specific application lighting 
shall be provided with controls, in addition to controls required by 
other sections, for the following:
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1. The following lighting shall be controlled by an occupant sen-
sor complying with Section C405.2.1.1 or a time switch control comply-
ing with Section C405.2.2.1. In addition, a manual control shall be 
provided to control such lighting separately from the general lighting 
in the space:

1.1. Luminaires for which additional lighting power is claimed in 
accordance with Section C405.4.2.2.1.

1.2. Display and accent.
1.3. Lighting in display cases.
1.4. Supplemental task lighting, including permanently installed 

under-shelf or under-cabinet lighting.
1.5. Lighting equipment that is for sale or demonstration in 

lighting education.
1.6. Display lighting for exhibits in galleries, museums and 

monuments that is in addition to general lighting.
2. Sleeping units shall have control device(s) or systems config-

ured to automatically switch off all permanently installed luminaires 
and switched receptacles within 20 minutes after all occupants have 
left the unit.
EXCEPTIONS: 1. Lighting and switched receptacles controlled by card key controls.
 2. Spaces where patient care is directly provided.

3. Lighting for life support of nonhuman life forms and food 
warming, shall be controlled by a dedicated control that is independ-
ent of the controls for other lighting within the room or space. Each 
control zone shall be no greater than the area served by a single lu-
minaire or 4,000 square feet (372 m2), whichever is larger.

4. Task lighting for medical and dental purposes that is in addi-
tion to general lighting shall be provided with a manual control.

5. Luminaires serving the exit access and providing means of 
egress illumination required by Section 1008.2 of the International 
Building Code, including luminaires that function as both normal and 
emergency means of egress illumination shall be controlled by a combi-
nation of listed emergency relay and occupancy sensors, or signal from 
another building control system, that automatically shuts off the 
lighting when the areas served by that illumination are unoccupied.
EXCEPTION: Means of egress illumination serving the exit access that does not exceed 0.01 watts per square foot (0.108 W/m2) of building area is 

exempt from this requirement.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27A.020, 19.27A.025, 19.27A.160 and chap-
ters 19.27A and 19.27 RCW. WSR 22-14-091, 23-12-101, and 23-20-021, § 
51-11C-405026, filed 7/1/22, 6/7/23, and 9/25/23, effective 3/15/24. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27A.020, 19.27A.025, 19.27A.160 and chap-
ter 19.27 RCW. WSR 19-24-040, § 51-11C-405026, filed 11/26/19, effec-
tive 7/1/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27A.025, 19.27A.160, and 
19.27.074. WSR 16-03-072, § 51-11C-405026, filed 1/19/16, effective 
7/1/16.]
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